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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

You must consider at the earliest stage possible whether you have an interest to 
declare in relation to any matter which is to be considered.  You should consider 
whether reports for meetings raise any issue of declaration of interest.  Your 
declaration of interest must be made under the standing item on the agenda, 
however if you do identify the need for a declaration of interest only when a particular 
matter is being discussed then you must declare the interest as soon as you realise 
it is necessary.  The following wording may be helpful for you in making your 
declaration.

I declare an interest in item (x) for the following reasons ……………

For example, I know the applicant / I am a member of the Board of X / I am 
employed by…  and I will therefore withdraw from the meeting room during any 
discussion and voting on that item.

OR

I have considered whether I require to declare  an interest in item (x) for the following 
reasons …………… however, having applied the objective test,  I consider that my 
interest is so remote / insignificant that it does not require me to remove myself from 
consideration of the item.

OR

I declare an interest in item (x) for the following reasons …………… however I 
consider that a specific exclusion applies as my interest is as a member of xxxx, 
which is

(a) a devolved public body as defined in Schedule 3 to the Act;
(b) a public body established by enactment or in pursuance of statutory 

powers or by the authority of statute or a statutory scheme;
(c) a body with whom there is in force an agreement which has been made 

in pursuance of Section 19 of the Enterprise and New Towns 
(Scotland) Act 1990 by Scottish Enterprise or Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise for the discharge by that body of any of the functions of 
Scottish Enterprise or, as the case may be, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise; or

(d) a body being a company:-
i.  established wholly or mainly for the purpose of providing services to 
the Councillor’s local authority; and
ii.  which has entered into a contractual arrangement with that local 
authority for the supply of goods and/or services to that local authority.

OR

I declare an interest in item (x) for the following reasons……and although the body is 
covered by a specific exclusion, the matter before the Committee is one that is 
quasi-judicial / regulatory in nature where the body I am a member of:
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 is applying for a licence, a consent or an approval 
 is making an objection or representation
 has a material interest concerning a licence consent or approval 
 is the subject of a statutory order of a regulatory nature made or proposed to 

be made by the local authority…. and I will therefore withdraw from the 
meeting room during any discussion and voting on that item.
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LICENSING COMMITTEE

ABERDEEN, 20 August 2019.  Minute of meeting of the LICENSING 
COMMITTEE.  Present:  Councillor Reynolds, Convener; Councillor Malik, Vice 
Convener; and Councillors Allan, Delaney, Henrickson, Hutchison, Sellar, 
Townson and Wheeler (as a substitute for Councillor Bell).

URGENT BUSINESS

1. The Convener had determined that a taxi licensing concession request in 
relation to Offshore Europe be considered as a matter of urgency in terms of Section 
50(B)(4)(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, and that it would be 
considered as item 7.11 on the agenda. 

The Committee resolved:-
to concur with the Convener.

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found at:-
https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=149&MId=6
808&Ver=4

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this 
document will not be retrospectively altered.

CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

2. The Committee was advised that the applications/requests listed at item 9 on the 
agenda were to be heard in private and treated as confidential information in terms of 
Section 50(A)(3)(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973

The Committee resolved:
to note that applications/requests to be heard in private and treated as confidential 
information in terms of Section 50(A)(3)(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973 were listed at item 9 on the agenda.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

3. The following declaration of interest was intimate:
(i) Councillor Wheeler declared an interest in relation to items 7.1 to 7.5 and 9.1 (all 

applications for licences for a House in Multiple Occupation), by virtue of being a 
landlord. Councillor Wheeler did not consider that the nature of his interest 
required him to leave the meeting during consideration of the aforementioned 
items.
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LICENSING COMMITTEE
20 August 2019

MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 4 JUNE 2019

4. The Committee had before it the minute of its meeting of 4 June 2019 for 
approval.

The Committee resolved:
to approve the minute as a correct record.

MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE OF 25 JUNE 
AND 3 AND 17 JULY 2019

5. The Committee had before it the minutes of the meetings of the Sub Committee 
of 25 June and 3 and 17 July 2019 for approval.

The Committee resolved:
to approve the minutes of the Sub Committee as a correct record.

COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLANNER

6. The Committee had before it the committee business planner as prepared by the 
Chief Officer – Governance.

The Committee resolved:
to note the committee business planner.

APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES

7. The Committee had before it, for its consideration, the applications listed in 
Appendix A to this minute.

The Committee resolved:-
that all applications be determined on the basis shown in Appendix A and that all 
licences were subject to the Council’s standard conditions unless otherwise stated.

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

The press and public were excluded from the meeting for consideration of 
the applications listed in section 0 on the agenda and appendix B of the 
minute which contained confidential information in terms of Section 50A 
3(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.
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LICENSING COMMITTEE
20 August 2019

APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES - CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

8. The Committee had before it, for its consideration, the applications listed in 
Appendix B to this minute.

The Committee resolved:-
that all applications be determined on the basis shown in Appendix B and that all 
licences were subject to the Council’s standard conditions unless otherwise stated.

- Councillor Reynolds, CONVENER
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LICENSING COMMITTEE
20 August 2019

APPENDIX A

1. RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION – 34 
ERSKINE STREET, ABERDEEN (TOP FLOOR FLAT)
Application Reference 7/01

The Committee noted that the licence had been granted under delegated 
powers.

2. GRANT OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION – 32 
KINTORE PLACE, ABERDEEN
Application Reference 7/02

The Committee noted that the licence had been granted under delegated 
powers.

3. RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION – 
124 DON STREET, WOODSIDE, ABERDEEN
Application Reference 7/03

The Committee noted that the application had been withdrawn.

4. RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION – 
121 OSCAR ROAD, ABERDEEN
Application Reference 7/04

The Committee noted that the licence had been granted under delegated 
powers.

5. RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION – 39 
KING’S CRESCENT, ABERDEEN
Application Reference 7/05

The Committee had before it a report by the Private Sector Housing Manager in 
respect of the application.

The applicant Sujon Hoque was attendance.

None of the three respondents were in attendance, nor represented.  

The Committee then heard from the applicant, Sujon Hoque, in support of the 
application.  

The Committee asked questions of the respondent.
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LICENSING COMMITTEE
20 August 2019

The applicant summed up.

The Committee resolved:
to defer consideration of the application until the works were completed, after 
which time the Private Sector Housing Manager could grant the licence under 
delegated powers if appropriate.

6. APPLICATION FOR A PUBLIC CHARITABLE COLLECTION – MAGGIE’S 
ABERDEEN, ROOF TERRACE OF ST NICHOLAS CENTRE AND GEORGE 
STREET, ABERDEEN
Application Reference 7/06

The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer - 
Governance in respect of the application which advised that the application had 
been placed on the agenda as the applicant was seeking to hold a public 
charitable collection on Saturday 7 September 2019. However, another public 
charitable collection had already been granted a permit for that date and 
Committee guidelines were to only permit one collection in the same area on the 
same day. 

The applicant, Ms Paula Cormack, Maggie’s Aberdeen, was in attendance and 
spoke in support of the application and explaining why it should be exempt from 
Policy.

The Committee resolved:
to agree that the application be exempt from the Public Collection Policy and to 
instruct the Chief Officer – Governance to process it accordingly.

7. APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A LATE HOURS CATERING LICENCE
APPLICANT: CRAIGTON FOODS LTD
LOCATION: MCDONALD’S KITTYBREWSTER RETAIL PARK
Application Reference 7/07

The Committee noted that the licence had been granted under delegated powers 
after the applicant had amended the application to comply with policy.

8. APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A LATE HOURS CATERING LICENCE
APPLICANT: NASIFA LTD
LOCATION: QISMAT 2, 63 HAYTON ROAD
Application Reference 7/08

The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer 
– Governance in respect of the application which advised that the application 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE
20 August 2019

had to be determined by 4 October 2019; and the applicant was requesting a 
late hours catering licence from 23:00 to 02:00 Monday to Thursday and 23:00 to 
03:00 Friday and Saturday and as the premises were located outwith the City 
Centre this request was outwith the policy.

The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented.

The Committee resolved:
to grant the licence on the basis of the operating hours as detailed in the Late 
Hours Catering Policy and therefore not beyond midnight Monday to Sunday.

9. APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A STREET TRADER’S LICENCE
APPLICANT: C & L CATERING
LOCATIONS: 

1. BEACH ESPLANADE, WEST SIDE, 408 METRE NORTH OF 
BOULEVARD JUNCTION

2. LINKS ROAD (NORTHERN SPUR) NORTH SIDE, 85 METERS FROM 
ESPLANADE JUNCTION

3. BEACH ESPLANADE, EAST SIDE, 209 METERS SOUTH OF 
BOULEVARD JUNCTION

4. BEACH ESPLANADE, EAST SIDE, 256 METERS NORTH OF LINKS 
ROAD (SOUTHERN SPUR)

5. BEACH ESPLANADE, EAST SIDE, 146 METRES NORTH OF LINKS 
ROAD (SOUTHERN SPUR)

Application Reference 7/09

The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer 
– Governance in respect of the application which advised that the application 
had to be determined by 25 October 2019 and one representation from 
Councillor Macdonald had been received.

The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented.

The respondent, Councillor Macdonald, was not in attendance.

The Committee resolved:
to grant the licence for the following two locations:
1. Links Road (Northern Spur) north side, 85 metres from Esplanade 

Junction; and 
2. Beach Esplanade, east side, 256 metres north of Links Road (Southern 

Spur).
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LICENSING COMMITTEE
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10. APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A TAXI OPERATOR’S LICENCE
APPLICANT: JOHN MCDONALD
Application Reference 7/10

The Committee noted that the licence had been granted under delegated 
powers.

11. TAXI LICENSING CONCESSION REQUEST – OFFSHORE EUROPE
Application Reference 7/09

The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer 
– Governance in respect of a request for the following concessions for taxi 
licensing during Offshore Europe week 2019
1. All Airport Taxis able to pick up from the rank that is being created at the 

AECC (from 2 September 2019 to midnight on 6 September 2019); and 
2. If there were members of the public waiting at City Centre Ranks then Airport 

Licenced Taxis were permitted to pick up (this would not affect the normal 
midnight – 5am Saturday and Sunday)

The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented.

The Committee resolved:
to relax the condition zoning the city for the purposes of taxi operation at city 
centre taxi ranks from 6am on 2 September to midnight on 6 September 2019 in 
light of Offshore Europe week 2019, and to permit airport zone taxis to pick up at 
city ranks, as well as the taxi rank at the P&J Live Arena.

Page 13



8

LICENSING COMMITTEE
20 August 2019

APPENDIX B

1. RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION – 9 
CRAIGIEVAR CRESCENT, ABERDEEN
Application Reference 9/01

The Committee had before it a report by the Private Sector Housing Manager in 
respect of the application.

The applicant Qianqian Xu was in attendance and spoke in support of the 
application.

The respondent was in attendance and spoke in support of his representation. 

The Committee asked questions of the applicant and the respondent in 
attendance.

The respondent summed up.

The applicant summed up.

The Convener, seconded by the Vice Convener, moved:-
that the Committee defer consideration of the application until the works 
were completed, after which time the Private Sector Housing Manager 
could grant the licence for a period of six months under delegated powers 
if appropriate.

.
Councillor Hutchison, seconded by Councillor Allan, moved as an amendment:-

that the Committee refuse the licence on the grounds that (1) the property 
was unsuitable for occupation as an HMO due to its condition and the 
safety and security of the persons likely to occupy it; and (2) the applicant 
was not considered to be a fit and proper person to hold an HMO licence.

On a division, there voted:- for the motion (6) – the Convener; the Vice 
Convener; and Councillors Henrickson, Sellar, Townson and Wheeler; for the 
amendment (3) – Councillors Allan, Delaney and Henrickson.

The Committee resolved:
to adopt the motion.
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LICENSING COMMITTEE
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2. REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM THE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE POLICY
Application Reference 9/02

The Committee had before it (1) an information sheet prepared by the Chief 
Officer – Governance in respect of the request for exemption from the 
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Policy.

The licence holder was not in attendance, however had requested a deferral to 
enable him to be in attendance. 

The Committee resolved:
to defer consideration of the request to the next meeting of the Committee to 
enable the licence holder to be present.

3. APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE
Application Reference 9/03

With reference to article 2 of appendix B of the minute of the meeting of the 
Licensing Committee of 4 June 2019, the Committee had before it an information 
sheet prepared by the Chief Officer – Governance in respect of the application 
which advised that the application had to be determined by 11 October 2019; 
and presented information in respect of the applicant for the Committee’s 
consideration, including a letter of representation from the Chief Constable, 
Police Scotland, c/o Aberdeen City Division dated 2 May 2019. 

The applicant was in attendance and was represented by his solicitor. 

Sergeant Flett was in attendance on behalf of Police Scotland’s letter of 
representation.

Sergeant Flett as a preliminary point advised that she had a further letter of 
representation from Police Scotland that she wished to submit into proceedings 
and explained the reason for the late submission.

The Committee resolved:
to accept the late submission from Police Scotland into proceedings.

In light of the acceptance of the late submission into proceedings, the applicant’s 
representative requested that consideration of the application be deferred to 
enable the applicant to consider the content of the letter.

The Committee resolved:
to defer consideration of the application to a meeting of the Licensing Sub 
Committee.
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4. APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE
Application Reference 9/04

The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer 
– Governance in respect of the application which advised that the application 
had to be determined by 4 October 2019 and a medical report from the Council’s 
Occupational Health had been received.

The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented.

The Committee resolved:
to refuse the application.

5. APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE
Application Reference 9/05

The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer 
– Governance in respect of the application which advised that the application 
had to be determined by 27 September 2019 and a medical report from the 
Council’s Occupational Health had not been received.

The applicant was in attendance and spoke in support of his application.

The Committee resolved:
to defer consideration of the application to allow a medical report to be received 
and to agree that should a clear medical report be received, the Chief Officer - 
Governance could grant the licence under delegated powers, or otherwise that 
the application be referred to a meeting of the Licensing Sub Committee for 
consideration.
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LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE

ABERDEEN, 14 August 2019.  Minute of Meeting of the LICENSING SUB 
COMMITTEE.  Present:- Councillor Reynolds, Convener; and Councillors Malik, 
Townson, Wheeler (as substitute for Councillor Bell) and Yuill (as substitute for 
Councillor Delaney).

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found at:-
https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=624&MI
d=7060&Ver=4

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this 
document will not be retrospectively altered.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

1. Councillor Townson declared an interest in relation to the notification of public 
procession by virtue of his membership of the Scottish National Party but considered 
that the nature of his interest did not require him to leave the meeting. 

NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC PROCESSION - ALL UNDER ONE BANNER

2. The Sub Committee had before it (1) a notice under Section 62 of the Civic 
Government (Scotland) Act 1982 of a proposed public procession on Saturday 17 
August 2019 submitted by Gary Kelly on behalf of All Under One Banner; (2) a risk 
assessment form in that regard, completed by the organiser; (3) an information note by 
the Chief Officer - Governance which summarised the position and provided the Sub 
Committee with three options; (4) a response from Police Scotland in relation to the 
notification; and (5) an objection to the proposal, which had been submitted by Mr 
Stephen Beer.

The organiser was represented by Mr Neil McKay who spoke in support of the proposal.

Mr Beer was in attendance and spoke in support of his objection.

The Sub Committee heard from Constable Heather Nelson, Police Scotland.

The Sub Committee asked questions of Mr McKay, Mr Beer, Constable Nelson, Mr 
Kevin Abercrombie, Traffic Management, Aberdeen City Council and Mr Alexander 
Munro, Interim Licensing Team Leader, Aberdeen City Council. 

Mr Beer, Mr Abercrombie and Mr McKay summed up. Constable Nelson declined the 
opportunity to sum up. 
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14 August 2019

The Convener moved, seconded by Councillor Malik:-
That the Sub Committee grant permission for the public procession subject to the 
nine conditions recommended by Police Scotland in their response, but with 
condition 4 being amended to read ‘The organiser must arrange a Temporary 
Traffic Regulation Order (TTRO) and full approved Traffic Management company 
road closure to be in place over the route of the procession, for its duration.’

Councillor Townson moved as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Yuill:-
That the Sub Committee grant permission for the public procession subject to 
condition 4 only as recommended by Police Scotland in their response, and as 
originally worded. 

On a division, there voted:-  for the motion  (3)  -  Convener; and Councillors Malik and 
Yuill;  for the amendment  (1)  -  Councillor Townson;  absent from the division  (1)  -  
Councillor Wheeler. 

The Sub Committee resolved:-
to adopt the motion.
- COUNCILLOR JOHN REYNOLDS, Convener.

Page 20



3

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE
14 August 2019

Page 21



This page is intentionally left blank

Page 22



LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE

ABERDEEN, 11 September 2019.  Minute of Meeting of the LICENSING SUB 
COMMITTEE.  Present:- Councillor Reynolds, Convener; and Councillors Delaney, 
Sellar and Townson.

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this 
document will not be retrospectively altered.

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

The press and public were excluded from the meeting for consideration 
of the applications listed below in terms of Section 50(A)(3)(b) of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE

1. With reference to article 3 of appendix B of the minute of the meeting of the 
Licensing Committee of 20 August 2019, the Sub Committee had before it an information 
sheet prepared by the Chief Officer – Governance in respect of the application which 
advised that the application had to be determined by 11 October 2019; and presented 
information in respect of the applicant for the Committee’s consideration, including a 
letters of representation from the Chief Superintendent, Police Scotland, c/o North East 
Division dated 2 May and 1 July 2019. 

Mr Munro, Legal Advisor, provided the Sub Committee with a verbal update on the 
application, and as a preliminary point, he intimated that the applicant had provided three 
employment related character references that he wished to submit into proceedings.

The Sub Committee resolved:-
to accept the additional letters into the proceedings.

The applicant was in attendance and was represented by his solicitor who spoke in 
support of the application.

Constable Fyfe was in attendance and spoke in support of Police Scotland’s letters of 
representation.

The Sub Committee asked questions of the applicant and Constable Fyfe.

Constable Fyfe summed up.
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The applicant’s Solicitor summed up.

Councillor Townson, seconded by the Convener, moved:-
to grant the licence for three years.

Councillor Delaney moved an amendment to refuse the application on the grounds that 
the applicant was not a fit and proper person, however there was not a seconder, therefore 
the amendment fell.

The Sub Committee resolved:-
to grant the licence for three years.
- COUNCILLOR JOHN REYNOLDS, Convener
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LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE

ABERDEEN, 30 September 2019.  Minute of Meeting of the LICENSING SUB 
COMMITTEE.  Present:- Councillor Bell (as substitute for Councillor Reynolds), 
Convener; and Councillors Delaney, Sellar and Townson.

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here.

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document 
will not be retrospectively altered.

CONVENER

1. In the absence of the Convener, Councillor Bell took the Chair for today’s meeting.

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

The press and public were excluded from the meeting for consideration of the 
applications listed below in terms of Section 50(A)(3)(b) of the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE

2. With reference to article 5 of Appendix B of the minute of meeting of the Licensing 
Committee of 20 August 2018, the Sub Committee had before it an information sheet 
prepared by the Chief Officer – Governance in respect of the application which advised 
that the application had to be determined by 1 October 2019 and a medical report from 
the Council’s Occupational Health dated 18 September 2019.

Mr Munro, Legal Advisor, provided the Sub Committee with a verbal update on the 
application.

The applicant was in attendance and spoke in support of the application.

Members asked questions of the applicant.

The Sub Committee resolved:-
(i) to refuse the application; and
(ii) to agree that should the applicant meet the Group 2 DVLA medical criteria following 

receipt of a further medical report this would result in a material change of 
circumstance and therefore a new application could be processed for the applicant.

- COUNCILLOR PHILIP BELL, Convener
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LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE

ABERDEEN, 11 October 2019.  Minute of Meeting of the LICENSING SUB 
COMMITTEE.  Present:- Councillor Reynolds, Convener; and Councillors Delaney 
and Macdonald (as substitute for Councillor Malik).

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here.

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document 
will not be retrospectively altered.

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

The press and public were excluded from the meeting for consideration of the 
applications listed below in terms of Section 50(A)(3)(b) of the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

REQUEST FOR THE SUSPENSION OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE AND PRIVATE 
HIRE CAR LICENCE

1. The Sub Committee had before it (1) an information note prepared by the Chief 
Officer - Governance in respect of the request for suspension which advised that the 
request had to be determined within six weeks; and (2) a letter dated 3 September 2019 
from the Chief Superintendent, Police Scotland, c/o North East Division, which in terms of 
Paragraphs 11 and 12 of Schedule 1 to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, 
requested the suspension of the licence holder’s taxi driver’s licence and private hire car 
licence. 

The licence holder was not in attendance.

Inspector Heathershaw was in attendance on behalf of Police Scotland and spoke in 
support of the request for suspension from Police Scotland. 

The Sub Committee resolved:
to agree to suspend the licence holder’s taxi driver’s licence and private hire car licence 
with immediate effect for its unexpired portion in terms of Paragraph 11 and 12 of 
Schedule 1 to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 on the grounds of public safety 
and that the licence holder be instructed to return his licence plates to the Chief Officer - 
Governance immediately.
- COUNCILLOR JOHN REYNOLDS, Convener.
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP

ABERDEEN, 2 October 2019.  Minute of Meeting of the TAXI AND PRIVATE 
HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP.  Present:-  Councillor Reynolds, 
Chairperson; and Councillor Lumsden (as substitute for Councillor Donnelly); 
Bill Price (Railway Taxi Drivers), Stewart Duncan (Airport Drivers), 
Graeme McColl (Aberdeen Taxi Group) and Russell McLeod (Rainbow City 
Taxis).

In attendance:-  Sergeant Gillian Flett (Police Scotland), Lynn May, David McKane 
and Sandy Munro (Licensing), John Weir and William Whyte (Fleet Services), 
Mark Masson and Emma Robertson (Committee Services).

MINUTE OF MEETING OF 26 JUNE 2019 - FOR APPROVAL

1. The Consultation Group had before it the minute of its previous meeting of
26 June 2019.

The Taxi and Private Hire Car Consultation Group resolved:-
to approve the minute as a correct record.

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT

2. The Consultation Group had before it a report which provided an overview of the 
activity of the Enforcement Officers regarding taxi enforcement operations since the 
previous meeting.  

The Enforcement Officer spoke to the report during which he highlighted that 
enforcement officers had continued to conduct enforcement operations, some in 
conjunction with Police Scotland and City Wardens. Mr McKane emphasised that City 
Wardens would be enforcing non-parking restrictions in the Broad Street/Queen Street 
area. 

Speaking in furtherance of the report, Mr McKane, Enforcement Officer, reminded 
drivers to check their vehicles in advance of testing, as the number of vehicles failing 
for issues that could be rectified in advance was an area of concern.

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group resolved:-
to note the update.

LEZ INFORMATION NOTE

3. The Consultation Group had before it an Information Note in regard to Low 
Emission Zones (LEZ) in Aberdeen City.  The Group received a presentation from Mr 
Will Hekelaar, Senior Engineer in this regard.  He provided background information on:-

 Air quality in Aberdeen;
 Policy and Legislation;
 What is a LEZ;
 Data Gathering;
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP
2 October 2019

 Aberdeen City Centre;
 City Centre with 40% less Traffic; and
 Next Steps

Mr Hekelaar advised that further reading was available at:
www.lowemissionzones.scot 
or by emailing: transportstrategy@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Lynn May, Solicitor, Aberdeen City Council, made reference to a Hydrogen Fuel Event 
being held today and sought the views of the taxi trade which she would feed back to 
the organiser, Louise Napier, Senior Project Officer, Aberdeen City Council.

There followed a discussion regarding infrastructure in the city centre for taxis to charge 
electric or hydrogen vehicles.

The Taxi and Private Hire Car Consultation Group resolved:-
to note the Information Note and presentation. 

PROPOSED PROHIBITION OF DRIVING - LANGSTANE PLACE

4. The Consultation Group had before it a report by the Chief Officer – Operations 
and Protective Services which provided information in relation to proposed prohibition 
of driving at an area around Langstane Place.  The proposals included:
(1) prohibition of motor vehicles between 10pm and 5am, 7 days a week, on Justice 

Mill Lane, Bon Accord Terrace (part of), Langstane Place (part of), Gordon 
Street (part of), Windmill Brae, Windmill Lane, Bath Street and Bridge Street 
(part of), with exemptions for cyclists, blue badge holders and for access to off-
street car parks;

(2) 24-hour prohibition of motor vehicles on Langstane Place between Dee Street 
and Crown Street, with a timed exemption for delivery by goods vehicles 
between 6am and 11am Monday to Saturday; and

(3) a proposed reintroduction of pay and display parking bays on the east side of 
Dee Street, with the conversion of 3 existing pay and display bays to blue badge 
holders only.

The report recommended:-
that the Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group – 
(a) consider the proposals for the Justice Mill Lane / Langstane Place / Windmill 

Brae area and provide the Chief Operating Officer with their views on the 
proposals; and

(b) confirm what, if anything, they believe could be done to mitigate any impact on 
the Dee Street taxi rank.

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group resolved:-

Page 32

http://www.lowemissionzones.scot/
http://www.lowemissionzones.scot/
mailto:transportstrategy@aberdeencity.gov.uk


3

TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP
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(i) to note the report; and
(ii) that the members would respond to the Chief Operating Officer with their views 

on the proposals.

OFFSHORE EUROPE ROAD CLOSURES

5. The Consultation Group had before it correspondence from Bill Price, Railway 
Taxi Drivers, regarding Offshore Europe Road closures.  

Mr Price began by congratulating the Roads Department and TECA for the smooth 
operation of the taxi rank at the first large event to be hosted at TECA.  However, Mr 
Price reported that there had been an issue returning to TECA at peak time due to the 
closure of Dyce Drive.  

In response, Ross Stevenson, Engineer, Operations and Protective Services advised 
that a review of the road traffic arrangements and the lessons learned from the event 
would be carried out in liaison with SMG Europe (operators of TECA).

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group resolved:-
to note the concerns and the information provided. 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

6. The Consultation Group heard from Sandy Munro, Interim Licensing Team 
Leader, in relation to correspondence received from the Blue Lamp Trust dated 4 
September 2019, which offered a training course on safeguarding awareness 
specifically for taxi and private hire drivers.

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group resolved:-
to note the information provided and that the taxi trade would disseminate the 
information to their members. 

TAXI KNOWLEDGE TEST

7. The Group had before it correspondence from Chris Douglas, Aberdeen Taxis 
Ltd, which proposed changes to the structure of the Taxi Knowledge test.  

Mr Douglas was unable to attend the meeting today, however Graeme McColl and 
Russell MacLeod spoke on his behalf.  

The correspondence advised that:-
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(1) at present applicants were required to take all four topics of the current 
Taxi/Private hire knowledge test and pass with at least 75% of all parts in that 
test in order to achieve an overall pass of the whole test; and

(2) if a candidate fails any one part of the four parts, they are then required to re-sit 
the whole test again at another time. Therefore, losing the passes they 
previously had on the other sections.

In his letter, Mr Douglas proposed the following:-
(a) an amendment to the test structure in order to incentivize potential candidates to 

progress through the Street knowledge test.
(b) that if a candidate passes any one part of the four-part test that they would retain 

that pass and therefore, not be required to re-sit that part should they fail any 
other Topic. Subsequently, if they pass three and fail one, at the next test they 
would only be required to sit the one part that they failed.

It was suggested that members could contact Mr Munro with any further proposals.

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group resolved:-
that a report in relation to the Taxi Knowledge Test be submitted to the next Group 
meeting on 12 February 2020.

LICENCE RENEWALS

8. The Group had before it correspondence from Bill Price, Railway Taxi Drivers, 
relating to Licence renewals.  

Mr Price explained that:-
(a) a request had come from taxi drivers regarding the time taken to receive their 

licence renewal; and
(b) it was causing problems with the drivers’ insurance companies as they required 

proof that the driver held a current taxi driver’s licence.

Mr Munro acknowledged that there was a delay and that the Licencing Team was 
looking at processes/resources to address the issue.  He advised that the Team were 
happy to confirm licence status by telephone with rail operators at Aberdeen Station 
and with insurance firms.

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group resolved:-
to note the information provided.

AOCB

9. (A) Bus Gates
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The Chairperson sought the views of the taxi and private hire trade in respect of the 
current bus gate situation across the City.  

Members acknowledged that customers were unhappy with current road traffic 
regulations which do not permit private hire drivers to pass through bus gates, although 
taxi drivers were able to do so, making journeys longer and more expensive for private 
hire driver customers.  

The Chair suggested that the concerns of the Group be minuted, noting that the 
Licensing Committee could consider the request and suggest to the Operational 
Delivery Committee that they receive a report in this regard.

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group agreed:-
(i) to note the concerns of the group; and
(ii) that the request to allow access for private hire drivers through bus gates be 

considered by the Licensing Committee at their next meeting.

(B) Taxi Fare Review

The Group heard Karen Gatherum, Trainee Solicitor make reference to the Taxi Fare 
Review report which would be considered by the Licensing Committee on 3 December 
2019.

She advised (a) that the report recommended either a taxi fare increase of 6% or the 
status quo; (b) that the increased percentage figure had been arrived at using the HPI 
website; and (c) that statutory consultation would be undertaken.

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group agreed:-
(i) to note the information provided; and
(ii) that the taxi waiting time be adjusted accordingly and included within the report 

to the Licensing Committee.

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS:

10. The Consultation Group had before it proposed dates of future meetings, all 
commencing at 10.00am in the Town House as follows:-

 12 February 2020;
 18 June 2020; and
 7 October 2020

The Taxi and Private Hire Consultation Group resolved:
to agree the proposed future meeting dates for 2020.
- COUNCILLOR JOHN REYNOLDS, Convener.
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A B C D E F G H I

Report Title
Minute Reference/Committee Decision or Purpose 

of Report
Update Report Author Chief Officer Directorate

Terms of 

Reference 

Number

Delayed or 

Recommende

d for removal 

or transfer, 

enter either D, 

R, or T

Explanation if delayed, 

removed or transferred 

29 October 2019 DATE DATE DATE

Public Collection Policy Licensing Committee 4.6.19 article 5 of appendix A (ii). 

The Committee resolved to instruct the Chief Officer – 

Governance to review the current Public Collection 

Policy to ensure that it was still fit for purpose and to 

report back to the Committee in this regard at its 

meeting on 29 October 2019.

Lynn May Governance Governance 7

Taxi Fare Review To seek approval of a taxi fare option for consultation. Karen 

Gatherum

Governance Governance 3

03 December 2019 DATE DATE DATE

Taxi Fare Review 

Outcome of Consutlation

Topresent the outcome of the taxi fare review 

consultation and to seek approval of a final fare 

structure. 

Karen 

Gatherum

Governance Governance 3

Sexual Entertainment 

Venue Licensing

To present options for consideration in light of new 

legislation. The Licensing Committee in August 2018  

noted that the Legislation has still not been enacted 

and that a report presenting the options for 

consideration will be submitted once the legislation has 

been published. 

Alexander 

Munro

Governance Governance 3

18 February 2020 DATE DATE DATE

Taxi Fare Formula Licensing Committee on 25 October 2016 (articles 5 

and 9) resolved amongst other things to instruct the 

Licensing Team Leader to undertake a review of the 

existing taxi fare formula, including surcharges, 

following the completion of the current taxi fare review.

Lynn May Governance Governance 3

21 April 2020 DATE DATE DATE

No reports scheduled at 

this time.

16 June 2020 DATE DATE DATE

No reports scheduled at 

this time.

01 September 2020 DATE DATE DATE

No reports scheduled at 

this time.

10 November 2020 DATE DATE DATE

LICENSING COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLANNER                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The Business Planner details the reports which have been instructed by the Committee as well as reports which the Functions expect to be submitting.
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Report Title
Minute Reference/Committee Decision or Purpose 

of Report
Update Report Author Chief Officer Directorate

Terms of 

Reference 

Number

Delayed or 

Recommende

d for removal 

or transfer, 

enter either D, 

R, or T

Explanation if delayed, 

removed or transferred 

18

19

20

21

No reports scheduled at 

this time.

TBC DATE DATE DATE

Age Policy For Private 

Hire And Taxi Vehicles

Licensing Committee 08.03.16 (article 3 appendix A) - 

Council on 11 May 2016 resolved, amongst other 

things, to instruct the Head of Legal and Democratic 

Services to review the policy on Age of Vehicles 

following the implementation of the accessible vehicle 

policy on 6 June 2018 and report back to the Licensing 

Committee with recommendations as appropriate 

twelve months after the accessible vehicle policy had 

been implemented.

Report to be submitted 12 

months after the 

implementation of the 

accessible vehicle policy.

Sandy Munro Governance Governance 7

Mixed Fleet Policy 

Options

Licensing Committee 5.03.18 (article 12). The Committee 

resolved to recognise that in compliance with The Equality 

Act 2010 that all taxi user requirements should be 

considered and instructs the Chief Officer Governance:

(1) to prepare a report with suitable mixed fleet policy 

options for the split which would address all customer needs 

whether they are a wheelchair user, visually impaired or 

have other mobility requirements or other relevant disability;

(2) to submit the aforementioned options to the Licensing 

Committee meeting by June 2022 for consideration, noting 

that subject to the approval in principle of the options a full 

consultation as outlined in section 4.2 of the report would be 

undertaken and the outcome reported back to the 

Committee; and

(iv) to further recognise that in 1994 when new applications 

for taxi licences were required to be wheelchair accessible 

vehicles an exemption was allowed for existing licence 

holders, at that time, to retain a non-accessible vehicle and 

even licence a further non-accessible vehicle on renewal of 

the licence or replacement of such vehicle and to agree that 

this exemption should remain meantime and instructs the 

Chief Officer Governance to incorporate this exemption as 

an option within the proposed mixed fleet policy options to 

be submitted to Committee by June 2022.

Sandy Munro Governance Governance 7
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Report Title
Minute Reference/Committee Decision or Purpose 

of Report
Update Report Author Chief Officer Directorate

Terms of 

Reference 

Number

Delayed or 

Recommende

d for removal 

or transfer, 

enter either D, 

R, or T

Explanation if delayed, 

removed or transferred 

22

Taxi Driver Training Licensing Committee 19/2/19 agreed to instruct the 

Chief Officer – Governance to continue to investigate 

training programmes for taxi and private hire drivers 

and report back to the Committee in this regard as and 

when appropriate.

Alexander 

Munro

Governance Governance 3
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LICENSING COMMITTEE - 29 OCTOBER 2019 
LIST OF APPLICATIONS 

Application 
Type

Name of Applicant(s) Premises, Vehicle or Area to 
which Application Refers

Objections or 
Representations
Received From

Date by which 
Application to be 
Determined
(If Applicable)

Agenda 
Page 

Numbers

1. HMO 
Application 
(Renewal)

James Stewart + 
Northwood Aberdeen Ltd

26 Balmoral Road, Aberdeen
                                     

3 Objections 17 July 2020 45 - 64

2. HMO 
Application 
(Renewal)

Douglas Farquhar + John 
V.Carroll

456A Great Western Road, 
Aberdeen (Flat 6)
                                     

One Objection 12 August 2020 65 - 76

3. HMO 
Application 
(New)

5Rooms Ltd + Brendan 
Power

130 Great Northern Road, 
Aberdeen
                                     

One Objection 13 August 2020 77 - 82

4. HMO 
Application 
(Renewal)

Andrew Buchan + 
Winchesters Lettings Ltd

225 Union Grove, Aberdeen One Objection 3 September 2020 83 - 86

5. Exemption from 
Late Hours 
Catering 
Licence 

W M Morrison Supermarket 
Plc

Morrisons Daily Petrol Filling 
Station, 130 West North 
Street 

N/A N/A 87 - 90

6. Street Trader 
(Grant) 

Roots Plant Based Catering Beach Esplanade east side, 
86m north of New Pier Road

Beach Esplanade east side, 
73m south of Links Road

Trading Hours: Monday –
Sunday 0700 - 2100hrs.

Community 
Council 

12/2/2020 91 - 94
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7. Street Trader 
(Grant) 

Clint Sangbarani Beach Boulevard Retail Park, 
South Car Park, Aberdeen

Trading Hours: Monday – 
Sunday 0700 – 1800hrs

Community 
Council 

16/1/2020 95 - 98

ABBREVIATIONS:
Legal 
EH Environmental Health 
SFRS Fire and Rescue Service 
BS Building Standards 
Roads
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET 
29 OCTOBER 2019

TYPE OF APPLICATION: LATE HOURS CATERING EXEMPTION  
APPLICANT: MORRISONS DAILY PETROL FILLING STATION, 130 WEST NORTH 

STREET, 

INFORMATION NOTE

DESCRIPTION 

Request to open the petrol filling station which features a convenience store 
element that sells food from 0530 to 00:30 on Saturday 21 December 2019 and 
Monday 23 December 2019.

The exemption is required for the hours 23:00 to 00:30. 

CONSULTEES

 Police Scotland 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS 

None 

LEGISLATION 

A licensing authority may, on application made to them, exempt the use of 
premises requiring a late hours catering licence from the requirement to have such 
a licence—

(a)in respect of any particular occasion; or

(b)during a specified period not exceeding 2 months in any period of 12 months.

(6)The licensing authority may attach conditions to an exemption granted under 
subsection (5) above, and the provisions of Part I of this Act relating to the 
attaching of conditions to licences and subsection (3) above shall apply to the 
attaching of conditions to exemptions under this subsection.
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET 
29 OCTOBER 2019

TYPE OF APPLICATION: STREET TRADER (GRANT)  
APPLICANT: Roots Plant Based Catering   

INFORMATION NOTE

Application must be determined by 12 February 2019

There are currently 9 street traders licensed for Aberdeen Beach:
4 Hot food vans/bus between Burger King – Footdee
3 hot food vans on stretch between Boulevard and Donmouth area.
1 street artist located at Footdee area
1 hot food van located at Donmouth end of the beach.

Application is for the Beach Esplanade east side, 86m north of New Pier Road and 
Beach Esplanade east side, 73m South of Links Road. 

The applicant will trade in hot food specifically vegan hot and cold food.

These sites are currently in operation by another licence holder and will be 
surrendered by the licence holder upon grant of this licence. 

DESCRIPTION 

Application for Street Trader Licence 

CONSULTEES

 Police Scotland
 EH
 Ward Councillors 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS 

Community Council   

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY

N/A

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL
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A licensing authority shall refuse an application to grant or renew a licence if, in 
their opinion—

(a)the applicant or, where the applicant is not a natural person, any director of it or 
partner in it or any other person responsible for its management, is either—

(i)for the time being disqualified from holding a licence, or

(ii)not a fit and proper person to be the holder of the licence;

(b)the activity to which it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit 
of a person, other than the applicant, who would be refused the grant or renewal of 
such a licence if he made the application himself;

(c)where the licence applied for relates to an activity consisting of or including the 
use of premises or a vehicle or vessel, those premises are not or, as the case may 
be, that vehicle or vessel is not suitable or convenient for the conduct of the activity 
having regard to—

(i)the location, character or condition of the premises or the character or condition 
of the vehicle or vessel;

(ii)the nature and extent of the proposed activity;

(iii)the kind of persons likely to be in the premises, vehicle or vessel;

(iv)the possibility of undue public nuisance; or

(v)public order or public safety; or

(d)there is other good reason for refusing the application;

and otherwise shall grant the application.
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  Castlehill and Pittodrie Community Council – Planning Application Response                    August, 2019

Application Reference Number: 

(Unknown / Not Provided to Community Council)

Address for Application: 

Aberdeen Beach Esplanade Aberdeen 

Details of  Proposed Application: 

’Roots Plant Based Catering’, Street Trader License

Community Council Response:

The Community Council does not support this application.
-

Location and Environment:

 - Concern of location of the proposed application.

The Aberdeen Beach is a treasured natural asset, and there is concern that the presence of any and what would 
now be more mobile cafes could have a detrimental effect upon this natural asset, from the waste and disposal 
that will result from the presence of another food van.

 - Concern of positioning very close to busy roads and heavily used Boulevard with heavy and frequent traffic.

The Beach Boulevard road can experience period of high, heavy and frequent use by motor vehicles, and there 
is concern that the placement of another food van could lead to the risk of a possible road accident, injury or 
worse.

Similarly, there is strong concern over the impact upon nearby air quality that could be created by running 
generators, that many of the current food vans in the area operate throughout the day.

Since there has been very little information received in the Application, we have to take the side of caution in 
the presumption that this application seeks to operate utilising similar generators with detrimental impact of 
emissions on both the health of breathing of passers by and upon the surrounding environment.

Provision:

 - There are reports from residents nearby the Beach Boulevard, including the Fittie village that there are already 
up to 3 Mobile / Outdoor Cafes in operation along the Beach Boulevard stretch of road.

There is concern that this application would constitute an over-provision within a geographical radius of the 
same types, and could in turn create precedent for even further Mobile / Outdoor Cafes taking position in the 
area.

Management of Tourism:
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 For some time, there have been strong concerns reported from communities nearby the Beach Boulevard, and in 
particular from residents in the Fittie Village as to the vast increase in tourism to that side of the Beach, and the 
detrimental impact this can have upon the everyday lives of residents when it is not adequately managed.

 Concerns reported include:

 - Setting foot / trespassing on private gardens and spaces
 - Urinating in public parking spaces
 - Photographs taken of residents when in public, including of young children
 - Photographs taken of residents, in their home settings
 - Trying and opening of doors, and walking into private homes
 - Car parking in 'Access Only' areas
 - Coaches taking up space on pavements which can made access for residents difficult to impossible, both by 
car and on foot

Local Business and Economic Strategy:

The Community Council recognises that 'Food & Drink' and 'Tourism / Leisure Industry' is an identified theme 
for development as part of Aberdeen City Council's Economic Strategy and the 'Regional Economic Strategy'.

We support of the concept of a greater emphasis on and encouragement of cafe culture and outdoor seating in 
Aberdeen, and in particular in and around the City Centre.

In particular, we welcome the unique offering of this application, in that it seeks to provide Plant-Based food 
offering in the area.

However, there is also a strong and serious concern that continues to come forward from many in our 
community over how this is being managed and conducted.

While we welcome a vibrant food and drink community, and wish to see continued support for locally based 
entrepreneurship, we believe that this should take the form of a variety of opportunities, which could be more 
considerate of community and environmental needs as compared to the detrimental impact reported by the 
presence of the food trucks & vans.

Further Information:

If there are any aspects of this response which are not considered to fall within 'Material Considerations' as 
defined, we encourage and request this further information to be shared with colleagues in the City Council, 
Community Planning Partnership, Visit Aberdeenshire and elsewhere.

While each applications in its deliberation is to be decided on its merits, there must also be the ability for the 
wider context and impact upon communities to be taken into account.
-
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET 
29 OCTOBER 2019

TYPE OF APPLICATION: STREET TRADER (GRANT)  
APPLICANT: Clint Songbarani  

INFORMATION NOTE

Application must be determined by 16 March 2020

There are currently 9 street traders licensed for Aberdeen Beach:
4 Hot food vans/bus between Burger King – Footdee
3 hot food vans on stretch between Boulevard and Donmouth area.
1 street artist located at Footdee area
1 hot food van located at Donmouth end of the beach.

Application is for the Beach Boulevard Retail Park – South Car Park.  The applicant 
has permission from the landowner. 

The applicant will trade in hot food. 

DESCRIPTION 

Application for Street Trader Licence 

CONSULTEES

 Police Scotland
 EH
 Ward Councillors 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS 

Community Council   

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY

N/A

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL

A licensing authority shall refuse an application to grant or renew a licence if, in 
their opinion—
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(a)the applicant or, where the applicant is not a natural person, any director of it or 
partner in it or any other person responsible for its management, is either—

(i)for the time being disqualified from holding a licence, or

(ii)not a fit and proper person to be the holder of the licence;

(b)the activity to which it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit 
of a person, other than the applicant, who would be refused the grant or renewal of 
such a licence if he made the application himself;

(c)where the licence applied for relates to an activity consisting of or including the 
use of premises or a vehicle or vessel, those premises are not or, as the case may 
be, that vehicle or vessel is not suitable or convenient for the conduct of the activity 
having regard to—

(i)the location, character or condition of the premises or the character or condition 
of the vehicle or vessel;

(ii)the nature and extent of the proposed activity;

(iii)the kind of persons likely to be in the premises, vehicle or vessel;

(iv)the possibility of undue public nuisance; or

(v)public order or public safety; or

(d)there is other good reason for refusing the application;

and otherwise shall grant the application.
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  Castlehill and Pittodrie Community Council – License Application Response                    August, 2019

Application Reference Number: 

(Unknown / Not Provided to Community Council)

Address for Application: 

Aberdeen Beach Esplanade Aberdeen 

Details of  Proposed Application: 

’Clint Sangbarani, White Van, Hot Food’, Street Trader License

Community Council Response:

The Community Council does not support this application.
-

Location and Environment:

 - Concern of location of the proposed application.

The Aberdeen Beach is a treasured natural asset, and there is concern that the presence of any and what would 
now be more mobile cafes could have a detrimental effect upon this natural asset, from the waste and disposal 
that will result from the presence of another food van.

 - Concern of positioning very close to busy roads and heavily used Boulevard with heavy and frequent traffic.

The Beach Boulevard road can experience period of high, heavy and frequent use by motor vehicles, and there 
is concern that the placement of another food van so close this road could lead to the risk of a possible road 
accident, injury or worse.

Similarly, there is strong concern over the impact upon nearby air quality that could be created by running 
generators, that many of the current food vans in the area operate throughout the day.

Since there has been very little information received in the Application, we have to take the side of caution in 
the presumption that this application seeks to operate utilising similar generators with detrimental impact of 
emissions on both the health of breathing of passers by and upon the surrounding environment.

Provision:

 - There are reports from residents nearby the Beach Boulevard, including the Fittie village that there are already 
up to 3 Mobile / Outdoor Cafes in operation along the Beach Boulevard stretch of road.

There is concern that this application would constitute an over-provision within a geographical radius of the 
same types, and could in turn create precedent for even further Mobile / Outdoor Cafes taking position in the 
area.

Management of Tourism:
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 For some time, there have been strong concerns reported from communities nearby the Beach Boulevard, and in 
particular from residents in the Fittie Village as to the vast increase in tourism to that side of the Beach, and the 
detrimental impact this can have upon the everyday lives of residents when it is not adequately managed.

 Concerns reported include:

 - Setting foot / trespassing on private gardens and spaces
 - Urinating in public parking spaces
 - Photographs taken of residents when in public, including of young children
 - Photographs taken of residents, in their home settings
 - Trying and opening of doors, and walking into private homes
 - Car parking in 'Access Only' areas
 - Coaches taking up space on pavements which can made access for residents difficult to impossible, both by 
car and on foot

Local Business and Economic Strategy:

The Community Council recognises that 'Food & Drink' and 'Tourism / Leisure Industry' is an identified theme 
for development as part of Aberdeen City Council's Economic Strategy and the 'Regional Economic Strategy'.

We support of the concept of a greater emphasis on and encouragement of cafe culture and outdoor seating in 
Aberdeen, and in particular in and around the City Centre.

However, there is also a strong and serious concern that continues to come forward from many in our 
community over how this is being managed and conducted.

While we welcome a vibrant food and drink community, and wish to see continued support for locally based 
entrepreneurship, we believe that this should take the form of a variety of opportunities, which could be more 
considerate of community and environmental needs as compared to the detrimental impact reported by the 
presence of the food trucks & vans.

Further Information:

If there are any aspects of this response which are not considered to fall within 'Material Considerations' as 
defined, we encourage and request this further information to be shared with colleagues in the City Council, 
Community Planning Partnership, Visit Aberdeenshire and elsewhere.

While each applications in its deliberation is to be decided on its merits, there must also be the ability for the 
wider context and impact upon communities to be taken into account.
-
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 ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE Licensing Committee
DATE 29 October 2019
EXEMPT No
CONFIDENTIAL No
REPORT TITLE Public Charitable Collection Policy Review
REPORT NUMBER GOV/19/403
DIRECTOR N/A
CHIEF OFFICER Fraser Bell
REPORT AUTHOR Lynn May
TERMS OF REFERENCE 7

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To review the current Public Charitable Collection Policy to ensure that it is still 
fit for purpose.

2. RECOMMENDATION(S)

That the Committee:-

2.1 Amend the policy to allow Street Collections to be permitted on any three days 
in a week, but not on consecutive days; and

 
2.2 Grant delegated powers to the Chief Officer – Governance to grant permission 

for collections to be conducted at organised events, on any day, where no 
representations are received.

3. BACKGROUND

3.1 The Licensing Committee at their meeting on 4 June 2019 considered 
applications for public charitable collections which were out with Aberdeen City 
Council’s current policy. Arising from these, they agreed to instruct the Chief 
Officer – Governance to review the current Public Charitable Collection Policy 
to ensure that it was still fit for purpose and to report back to the Licensing 
Committee in this regard at its meeting on 29 October 2019.

3.2 Public Charitable Collections are regulated by Section 119 of the Civic 
Government Act 1982, in that organisers of a collection from the public of 
money in a public place or by means of visits from place to place require to 
obtain permission from the Local Authority in whose area they are collecting.
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3.3 Applications for permission for a public charitable collection require to be 
submitted to the local authority not later than one month before the date of the 
proposed collection. 

3.4 Our current policy has been in place for many years and dates from prior to 
2005. It permits the following –

Street Collections – every Monday, Thursday and Saturday and every day in 
December except Sundays and Public Holidays. 

(This policy spaces collections out through the week and suggests that 
Thursdays were selected as this was late night shopping night, Saturdays as 
this was the main and busiest shopping day of the week and every day in 
December due to the festive period)

House to House Collections – One Week Monday to Friday inclusive allowed 
Per Charity.

(This fairly allows each charity to be allocated a week of collections each year)

Other Collections – For Example Pub Crawls, Carol Singers, Book Sales, any 
number may be allowed at any time at the discretion of the Chief Officer – 
Governance, Aberdeen City Council.

If the dates applied for are unavailable a member of the Licensing Team will 
contact the Applicant and discuss alternative dates available.

3.5 Applications which are late or fall out with the above policy or receive a 
representation from Police Scotland require to be referred to the Licensing 
Committee or Sub-Committee for consideration.

3.6 The recommendations would only amend the street collection part of the policy 
in order to provide some flexibility. Instead of the set days it is proposed that 
collections are permitted on any 3 days in a particular week, but not on 
consecutive days. The Licensing Committee have previously required to 
consider applications for collections where there have been no representations 
and there only reason for being placed on the agenda is due to the organiser 
seeking a day outwith those set in the current policy. This proposed amendment 
to the policy would more readily accommodate organisers requests and relieve 
the Committee from considering such applications.

3.7 It is also recommended that officers are given delegated powers to grant 
applications that are connected to a particular date-sensitive event (such as a 
charity fun run for example) where the application would conflict with this policy, 
but only where there have been no representations or objections from 
consultees.
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4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 The Civic Government (Scotland) Act 2019 does not permit Aberdeen City 
Council to charge a fee for applications for permission to undertake a public 
charitable collection in their area. 

4.2 Staff costs in implementing any change to the public charitable collection policy 
will be contained within existing approved licensing budgets. 

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 Section 119 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 requires any organiser 
of a public charitable collection to obtain permission from the local authority for 
the area in which the collection is to be held.

5.2 An application for permission requires to be made in writing to the local authority 
by the organiser not later than one month before the date of the collection.

5.3 On receipt of an application the local authority must consult the Chief Constable 
of Police Scotland and may make such other enquiries as they think fit.

5.4 In granting permission a local authority may impose such conditions as they 
think fit having regard to local circumstances. Conditions may include –

1. Specifying the date, time and frequency of the collection
2. Specifying the area the collection is to take place
3. Regulating the conduct of the collection
4. Specifying the form of any collection boxes, other containers or any other 

articles used for the purposes of the collection
5. As to any other matter relating to the local circumstances of the collection.

5.5 A local authority may refuse to grant permission on the following grounds - 

1. That the date, time, frequency, or area of the collection would cause 
undue public nuisance

2. That another collection in respect of which permission has been granted 
or which is exempt is due to take place on the same or proximate day

3. That it appears that the amount likely to be applied for charitable 
purposes is inadequate having regard to the amount of the proceeds of 
the collection

4. That the organiser has been convicted of a relevant offence.

5.6 The above provisions of Section 119 therefore allow Aberdeen City Council as 
licensing authority to regulate the granting of permissions for charitable 
collections in their area per the amended policy recommended at 2.1 and 2.2.
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6. MANAGEMENT OF RISK

Risk Low (L), 
Medium 
(M), High 
(H)

Mitigation 

Financial The costs of 
implementing the 
recommendations, 
amending the policy.

L Close monitoring of the staff 
costs committed to the work 
and the budget available.  

Legal Lack of a coherent policy 
would leave the authority 
at risk of failing to comply 
with the legislative 
requirements.

L Clear unambiguous policy 
that enables the authority to 

meet the statutory 
requirements.

Employee There is no risk to 
employees arising from 
the recommendations of 
this report.

L N/A

Customer The proposal for 
amending the public 
charitable collection 
policy will allow more 
collections potentially 
causing a nuisance to 
the public.

L The amended policy 
proposed together with the 
terms of Section 119 will 
allow more flexibility for 
collection organisers but still 
ensure that collections are 
adequately spaced and 
regulated to avoid public 
nuisance.

Environment There is no risk to the 
environment arising from 
the recommendations of 
this report

L N/A

Technology There is no risk to 
technology arising from 
the recommendations of 
this report.

L N/A

Reputational As a licensing authority 
there would be a 
reputational risk to the 
Council if it failed to 
undertake its legal duty 
to carry out the statutory 
procedure in section 119 
of the Civic Government 

L As this report is 
recommending that the 
Committee consider a 

review and amendment of 
their public charitable 

collection policy in line with 
the terms of Section 119 of 

the Civic Government 
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(Scotland) Act for 
applications for public 
charitable collections in 
its area.

(Scotland) Act 1982 and that 
it would continue to 

appropriately regulate 
collections in its area, any 

risk will be mitigated

7. OUTCOMES

Local Outcome Improvement Plan Themes

Impact of Report
The proposals in this report have no impact on the 
LOIP.

Design Principles of Target Operating Model

Impact of Report
The proposals in this report have no impact on the 
Design Principles of the Target Operating Model.

8. IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Assessment Outcome
Equality & Human 
Rights Impact 
Assessment

Completed and not required

Data Protection Impact 
Assessment

Not required

Duty of Due Regard / 
Fairer Scotland Duty

Not applicable

10. REPORT AUTHOR CONTACT DETAILS

Lynn May
Solicitor, Licensing Team
LynMay@aberdeencity.gov.uk
01224 523173
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ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE Licensing Committee
DATE 29 October 2019
EXEMPT No
CONFIDENTIAL No
REPORT TITLE Taxi Fare Review
REPORT NUMBER GOV/19/392
DIRECTOR N/A
CHIEF OFFICER Fraser Bell
REPORT AUTHOR Karen Gatherum
TERMS OF REFERENCE 3

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1.    To provide the Committee with evidence from the taxi fare tariff calculator that 
will allow it to reach an informed decision on any changes to be made to the 
current taxi fare tariff and comply with its duty to review taxi fares under section 
17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982

2. RECOMMENDATION(S)

That the Committee:

2.1.    Approves either Option A or Option B detailed at section 3.4 of this report as 
the proposed scales to be advertised for the taxi fare review in terms of section 
17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982;

2.2.    Instructs Chief Officer-Governance to amend the fare card at surcharge 5 to 
reflect the holiday dates for 2020 and 2021; 

2.3 Instructs the Chief Officer-Governance to advertise the proposed scales agreed 
in a newspaper circulating in its area for at least one month together with the 
general effect of the proposed scales and the date when it is proposed that they 
will take effect; and

2.4   Instructs the Chief Officer-Governance to submit a report to the Licensing 
Committee on 03 December 2019 on the outcome of the consultation on the 
proposed scales and seeking a final decision on the future taxi fare levels to be 
adopted from 29 January 2020.
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1 Matters to Be Taken Into Account When Undertaking a Fare Review.

3.1.1 The Scottish Government’s Taxi and Private Hire Car Licensing:  Best Practice 
for Licensing Authorities issued April 2012 states that authorities are advised 
as best practice to pay regard to advice contained in paragraphs 2.34-2.37 of 
Scottish Development Department Circular 25/1986.  It states that, “in fixing 
fares, authorities will want to pay primary regard to the costs incurred by the 
trade, having regard to the capital costs (including interest payments) of the 
vehicles, the costs of maintaining and replacing them to a standard of the 
licensing authority, of employing drivers and the prevalent level of wages and 
costs in related road transport industries.  The public interest is best served by 
ensuring the maintenance of an adequate taxi service by giving the trade a fair 
return rather than depressing fares for social reasons, however 
understandable.”

3.2 Taxi Fare Formula

3.2.1 A change index is used to calculate the percentage change in costs since the 
fares were last reviewed.  The index used is the outcome of advice received in 
April 2013 by the Committee from consultants engaged for that purpose and is 
based on two component parts: operating costs and average earnings.

Change Index = Change Costs + Change Earnings.

3.2.2 The formula assumes an average annual mileage of 27,786 miles, which is the 
figure arrived at after sampling 10% of the fleet.  It also assumes a vehicle life 
of five years.  At present, the fleet comprises 49% saloon cars and 51% 
wheelchair accessible vehicles.  The vehicle cost is based on the weighted 
average costs of a typical saloon car (Toyota Avensis) and a typical accessible 
vehicle (Peugeot Partner Premier).  Prices are based on the basic diesel model 
for each.  To calculate the annual cost, it is assumed that each have a lifecycle 
of five years.  Parts, tyres, labour and fuel costs are obtained from the annual 
table of running costs for diesel vehicles from the HPI Motoring cost website at 
https://www.hpi.co.uk/tco-check#product-tco. The Formula identifies the AA 
website as the source to be used for the average running cost figures, however, 
the AA cost figures have not been updated since 2014. At the Licensing 
Committee on  9 July 2019 the Committee advised officers to look for an 
updated source to replace the AA source.  After a failed attempt to contact 
Halcrow for an alternative source to use,  officers identified the HPI website as 
being the best site to use for the calculation, due to it being a recognised 
financial data company and the ability to calculate up to date costs per typical 
model of private hire car.  The figures for earnings are obtained from the Office 
of national Statistics (ONS), Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) and 
use the UK annual mean earnings for full time employees.

3.3 Index Cost Calculations

3.3.1 The table below shows that using the above formula costs have increased  
since the last review took place.
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3.3.2 The outdated AA source for running costs has been replaced by information 
from: Https://www.hpi.co.uk/tco-check#product-tco.  The significant increase in 
costs are due to the AA source not being updated since 2014, therefore, this 
has had the effect that 5 years of small increments are being now being 
reflected in this fare review.

Component in Index Annual Cost

2018

Annual Cost 

2019

% Change

Vehicle cost £3810 £4,633 21.61

Tyres £384 £686 78.65

Garage and servicing- Labour £552 £927 67.93

Fuel £2630 £2781 5.76

Insurance £1,150 £1,300 13.04

Miscellaneous £390 £395 1.28

Replacement Parts £627 £805 28.39

Total Operating Costs £9,543 £11,527 20.79

Average National Earnings £35,423 £36,611 3.35

National Insurance £153 £156 1.96

Total Index Costs £45,119 £48,294 7.04%
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3.4 Options

3.4.1  Option A: Agrees to increase the current basic tariff by 7%; (See Appendix 1) 

OR

3.4.2 Option B: Agrees to maintain the basic tariff at its current level; (see Appendix 
2)

4 CONSULTATION

4.1 Section 17 of The Act requires the licensing authority, when carrying out a fare 
review, to first consult with persons or organisations appearing to them to be 
representative of taxi operators in their area. The members of the Taxi and 
Private Hire Car Consultation Group were identified as persons who are 
representative of operators of taxis in the City and the fare formula was sent to 
them on 20 September 2019 for discussion at the meeting of the Consultation 
Group on 02 October 2019.

 
4.2 At the meeting of the Taxi and Private Hire Car Consultation Group on 02 

October  2019, the trade representatives provided an initial view on both options 
A and B as detailed in this report.  Although the trade appreciated that it was 
never a good time, in relation to the public, to ask for an increase in the tariff, 
they were generally happy with the two options proposed. The trade 
representatives pointed out that Officers would require to amend the waiting 
time surcharge as well to reflect the 7% increase, this was agreed by Officers. 

4.3 Once the Committee has undertaken the Consultation with the Representatives 
of Taxi Operators in their area, reviewed the scales and agreed on proposed 
new scales they require to carry out a formal public consultation on the 
proposals. Steps will also be taken to consult with current licence holders. 
Consultation will take place by press advertisement and will commence as soon 
as practicable following the Committee meeting on 29 October 2019. 
Responses will be invited to be made by 01 December 2019. The Council’s 
Corporate Communications team will be asked to issue a press release and 
details of the consultation will be made available on the licensing pages of the 
Council’s website. Social media will also promote this consultation.

4.4 Following the consultation, it is proposed that a report summarising the 
responses received would be submitted to the Licensing Committee on 03 
December 2019.  At that time the Committee will be invited to make a final 
decision on any changes to the fare scales to be fixed on 29 January 2020.

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1 The approval of the recommendations will require:
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5.1.1 All licence holders, members of the Taxi and Private Hire Car Consultation 
Group, the public and the Chief Constable, Police Scotland to be consulted and 
invited to attend a further special meeting of the Licensing Committee;

5.1.2 After fixing the new scales, the licensing authority must give written notice to all 
taxi licence holders and the persons and organisations consulted during the 
review, setting out and explaining the effect to the scales fixed, the date they 
are to come into effect and their rights of appeal to the Traffic Commissioner.

5.1.3 Copies of the new Taxi Tariff Card to be produced and issued to all taxi and 
private hire licence holders to be displayed in their vehicles, approximately 
1,500 this will be funded from the Taxi licensing budget;

5.1.4 Staff costs of the fare review and meter calibration will be contained within 
existing approved budgets.

5.1.5 There will, therefore, be a financial cost to the Licensing Team, Governance in 
consultation advertisements, producing and issuing the above documentation. 
These costs will be met within existing taxi licensing budgets. 

6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 In terms of Section 17 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (“The Act”) 
the Council, as the licensing authority for taxis is obliged to regularly review and 
fix the scales for fares and surcharges so that they take effect within 18 months 
beginning with the date on which the previous scales came into effect.  The 
Local Authority last reviewed fares in June 2018 and the tariff and surcharges 
took effect on 31 July 2018.  Therefore, the review must be completed, and the 
scales fixed no later than 31 January 2020.

6.2 When reviewing fares and surcharges, the licensing authority may alter them 
or fix fares and other charges at the same rates.  In carrying out the review, the 
licensing authority must first consult with persons or organisations appearing to 
them to be, or to be representative of, the operators of taxis operating within 
their area.

6.3 Following consultation, the Committee must review the existing scales and 
propose new scales in relation to fares and surcharges or propose to make no 
change to the scales.  Thereafter, the licensing authority must publish those 
proposed scales in a newspaper circulating in its area setting out the proposed 
scales, explaining the effect of the proposed scales, proposing a date on which 
the proposed scales are to come into effect, and allowing a period of at least 
one month for written representations on the proposals.  A further report is then 
brought before the Committee who consider any representations to the 
proposals before fixing the tariff and the date from which it is to take effect.

6.4 Any person who operates a taxi in the area or any person or organisation 
appearing to the Traffic Commissioner to be a representative of such taxi 
operators can appeal against any decision the Local Authority makes in respect 
of fares and surcharges.  Any appeal is made to the Traffic Commissioner for 
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the Scottish Traffic Area. An appeal to the Traffic Commissioner may be made 
within 14 days of notice being given by the licensing authority to taxi operators 
and representative taxi organisations of the agreed fare scales

7. MANAGEMENT OF RISK

Category Risk Low (L) 
Medium 

(M) 
High (H)

Mitigation

Financial There is no financial 
risk to Aberdeen City 
Council arising from 
the recommendations 
in this report

L

Legal There is a legal risk if 
Aberdeen City Council 
does not comply with 
legislation

L To ensure that the 
Committee approve the fare 
review within the statutory 
time scales.

Employee There is no risk to 
employees arising 
from the 
recommendations of 
this report

L

Customer Implementation of 
Option A will increase 
the cost of a 
taxi/private hire 
journey for the 
customer/citizen of 
Aberdeen

L

Environment There is no risk to the 
environment arising 
from the 
recommendations of 
this report

L

Technology There is no risk to 
technology arising 
from the 
recommendations of 
this report

L

Reputational As a licensing 
authority there would 

M As this report is introducing 
the review for consultation 
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be a reputational risk 
to the Council if it 
failed to undertake its 
legal obligation and 
not carry out the 
review.

within the statutory time 
period any risk is mitigated.

8. OUTCOMES

Local Outcome Improvement Plan Themes

Impact of Report

Prosperous Economy
The proposals within this report may deliver LOIP 
Stretch Outcome 1 – by increasing  employment within 
the taxi and private hire trade.  The paper seeks 
approval for the increase in taxi fares which may 
encourage people to enter the trade in future years.  
The current number of taxi’s in the city are falling for the 
first time in many years and this paper report may 
resolve this. 

Prosperous People Not applicable

Prosperous Place Not applicable

Design Principles of Target Operating Model

Impact of Report

Customer Service Design The option to increase the basic taxi fare may however 
impact on the people of Aberdeen by restricting the 
affordability of a taxi journey to certain members of the 
public. The option not to increase the basic taxi fare or 
surcharges will ensure that taxi journeys remain 
affordable for a wider customer base.

Organisational Design There will be no impact on Organisational Design 
arising from this report.

Governance There will be no impact on Governance arising from 
this report.

Workforce There will be no impact on Workforce arising from this 
report.

Process Design There will be no impact on Process Design arising from 
this report.
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Technology There will be no impact on Technology arising from this 
report.

Partnerships and Alliances We anticipate there will be no impact on the taxi trade 
arising from the implementation of Option A or B.

9. IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Assessment Outcome

Equality & Human Rights 
Impact Assessment Completed and full EHRIA not required

Data Protection Impact 
Assessment

Not required

Duty of Due Regard / 
Fairer Scotland Duty

Not applicable 

10. BACKGROUND PAPERS

None

11. APPENDICES 

11.1. Appendix 1- the amended Taxi Tariff Card illustrating the proposed 7% 
increases.

11.2. Appendix 2- the current Taxi Tariff Card.

12. REPORT AUTHOR CONTACT DETAILS

Name Karen Gatherum
Title Trainee Solicitor
Email Address Kgatherum@aberdeencity.gov.uk
Tel 01224 522462
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NOTICE TO BE PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN VEHICLE
CITY OF ABERDEEN LICENSING OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS

MAXIMUM CHARGES APPLICABLE TO HIRE OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS FITTED WITH TAXI METERS
– WITH EFFECT FROM 29 JANUARY 2020 

Basic Tariff
(A) For the FIRST 940 yards £2.60
(B) For every additional 160 yards (Time Locked in Meter) £0.20
Extras
(A) Waiting

A sum calculated at the rate of £24.60 per hour.
(B)  Surcharges

(NB: Surcharges 1 to 6 and 8 to 11 apply to all taxis and private hire cars fitted with a meter. Surcharge 7 applies only to hires
commencing at the airport for taxis zoned to operate there).

(1) For each hiring between 10pm on Mondays to Thursdays inclusive and 8am the following day. (Time Locked in Meter) £1.00
(2)  For each hiring between 10pm on Friday and 8am on the following Monday. (Time Locked in Meter) £1.00
(3)  For each hiring between 2am and 5am on Saturday and Sunday mornings. (Time Locked in Meter) £2.00
(4) For each hiring pre-booked. £1.00
(5) For each hiring on the Spring, May Day, Midsummer and Autumn holidays as follows:- £1.00

Spring - Monday following third Sunday in April (if such Monday falls within the week in which Good Friday falls,
then the following Monday)
Mayday - first Monday in May; Midsummer-second Monday in July; Autumn - fourth Monday in September

(6)  For each hiring between 10pm on 24 December and 5am on 27 December and between 10pm on 31 December and 5am
on 3 January. (Time Locked in Meter) Add 50% to basic tariff

(7) For each hiring commencing at the Airport. (THIRD PARTY CHARGES) £1.00
(8) For each hiring dropping passengers at the inner forecourt of the airport 

(Non-airport zoned taxis only)(THIRD PARTY CHARGES) £2.00
(9) For each hiring commencing at Aberdeen Railway Station. (THIRD PARTY CHARGES) £0.50
(10) A charge of £50 per incident of fouling a taxi.
(11) Where more than four passengers carried. Add 50% to

basic tariff plus
surcharges
(excluding
surcharges 4,7

and 8)
Chief Officer- Governance
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EXPLANATORY NOTES.

1. The Council is required to set a maximum amount that can be charged for journeys in Taxis and Private Hire Cars fitted with Taximeters which
it licences. Fares are reviewed at regular intervals to take into account of the operational costs of the vehicle and the driver’s time, to allow the
operator to make a reasonable return and to encourage the operation of taxis. Comparisons are made with taxi fares in other areas of the UK. There
is opportunity for the public and trade to participate in the setting on the levels of fares proposed and taxi operators have the right to appeal against
the Tariff set down by the Council before it comes into operation.
2. Please note that a taxi driver is not required to take you on a journey ending outside the city boundary. Typical Destinations in the City –
Aberdeen Airport, Bridge of Don, Cove, Dyce, Kingswells and Peterculter. Outwith the City – Banchory, Blackburn, Ellon, Kemnay, Kintore, Inverurie,
Oldmeldrum, Portlethen, Stonehaven and Westhill. If the driver does agree to take you outwith the city, these maximum fares do not apply and it is
up to you to reach agreement with the driver as to the fare. You should do this before you start.
3. If you have booked a taxi to arrive at a particular time and keep it waiting, the driver can start the meter running once he has made his presence known
to you and you can be charged at the maximum Waiting Time Rate shown on the Tariff.
4. The taximeter contains an electronic clock and calendar and calculates the correct fare based on the date, time of day and distance travelled. If the
vehicle’s speed falls below a predetermined speed, the taximeter will automatically switch over from calculating the fare based on the distance
travelled to a calculation based on the time spent in the vehicle. You will be able to see the fare mounting up on the taxi meter as the vehicle goes
along.
5. The driver is required to take you to your destination by the shortest practicable route.
6. The maximum fare you are required to pay is the sum calculated in accordance with the Tariff overleaf.
7. Please note that - (1) The fare payable may differ for the same journey on different days if the taxi has been held up in traffic and (2) a very short
journey may be relatively expensive, due to the way the meter works. The fare will also vary depending on whether the trip was during the evening,
early Saturday or Sunday morning or during certain public holidays.
8. If you are asked to pay VAT on the fare, please ask for a proper VAT receipt.
9. It is up to you to decide whether you wish to give the driver a Tip.
10. It is a criminal offence for you to take a taxi journey without having the money to pay for it.

Website: For explanatory notes about the tariff & other taxi/private hire car information see aberdeencity.gov.uk.

Complaints: Any complaints should be made to the Licensing Department by telephoning 01224 522879 or 522878 or by email to 
licensing@aberdeencity.gov.uk. Complaints can also be made to any police station or on the non-emergency police number 101. The 
licence number of the vehicle or its driver and the name of the company should be quoted.
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NOTICE TO BE PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN VEHICLE

CITY OF ABERDEEN
LICENSING OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS

MAXIMUM CHARGES APPLICABLE TO HIRE OF TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE CARS FITTED WITH TAXI 
METERS – WITH EFFECT FROM 23 JANUARY 2017(As Amended 13 January 2018)

Basic Tariff
(A) For the FIRST 950 yards £2.40
(B) For every additional 180.5 yards (Time Locked in Meter) £0.20
Extras
(A) Waiting

A sum calculated at the rate of £23.00 per hour.

(B) Surcharges
(NB: Surcharges 1 to 6 and 8 to 11 apply to all taxis and private hire cars fitted with a meter.  Surcharge 

7 applies only to hires commencing at the airport for taxis zoned to operate there).

(1) For each hiring between 10pm on Mondays to Thursdays
inclusive and 8am the following day.  (Time Locked in Meter) £1.00

(2) For each hiring between 10pm on Friday and 8am on the
following Monday. (Time Locked in Meter) £1.00

(3) For each hiring between 2am and 5am on Saturday and
Sunday mornings.  (Time Locked in Meter) £2.00

(4) For each hiring pre-booked. £1.00

(5) For each hiring on the Spring, May Day, Midsummer and
Autumn holidays as follows: - £1.00
   
Spring- Monday following third Sunday in April (if such Monday falls within the week in which Good 
Friday falls, then the following Monday)
Mayday-first Monday in May
Midsummer-second Monday in July
Autumn –fourth Monday in September 

(6) For each hiring between 10pm on 24 December and 5am on Add 50% to
27 December and between 10pm on 31 December and 5am basic tariff
on 3 January.  (Time Locked in Meter)

(7) For each hiring commencing at the Airport.  £1.00

(8) For each hiring dropping passengers at the inner forecourt £2.00
of the airport (Non–airport zoned taxis only)

(9) For each hiring commencing at Aberdeen Railway Station. £0.50

(10) A charge of £50 per incident of fouling a taxi.

(11) Where more than four passengers carried.  Add 50% to
basic tariff plus 
surcharges (excluding 
surcharges 4,7 and 8)

             

            

Head of Legal and Democratic Services
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EXPLANATORY NOTES.

1. The Council is required to set a maximum amount that can be charged for journeys in Taxis and 
Private Hire Cars fitted with Taximeters which it licences. Fares are reviewed at regular intervals to 
take into account of the operational costs of the vehicle and the driver’s time, to allow the operator to 
make a reasonable return and to encourage the operation of taxis.  Comparisons are made with taxi 
fares in other areas of the UK. There is opportunity for the public and trade to participate in the setting 
on the levels of fares proposed and taxi operators have the right to appeal against the Tariff set down 
by the Council before it comes into operation.

2. Please note that a taxi driver is not required to take you on a journey ending outside the city 
boundary.  Typical Destinations in the City – Aberdeen Airport, Bridge of Don, Cove, Dyce, 
Kingswells and Peterculter.  Outwith the City – Banchory, Blackburn, Ellon, Kemnay, Kintore, 
Inverurie, Oldmeldrum, Portlethen, Stonehaven and Westhill.  If the driver does agree to take you 
outwith the city, these maximum fares do not apply and it is up to you to reach agreement with the 
driver as to the fare. You should do this before you start.

3. If you have booked a taxi to arrive at a particular time and keep it waiting, the driver can start the 
meter running once he has made his presence known to you and you can be charged at the 
maximum Waiting Time Rate shown on the Tariff.

4.  The taximeter contains an electronic clock and calendar and calculates the correct fare based on the 
date, time of day and distance travelled. If the vehicle’s speed falls below a predetermined speed, the 
taximeter will automatically switch over from calculating the fare based on the distance travelled to a 
calculation based on the time spent in the vehicle. You will be able to see the fare mounting up on the 
taxi meter as the vehicle goes along.

5. The driver is required to take you to your destination by the shortest practicable route.

6. The maximum fare you are required to pay is the sum calculated in accordance with the Tariff 
overleaf.

7. Please note that - (1) The fare payable may differ for the same journey on different days if the taxi has 
been held up in traffic and (2) a very short journey may be relatively expensive, due to the way the 
meter works.  The fare will also vary depending on whether the trip was during the evening, early 
Saturday or Sunday morning or during certain public holidays. 

8. If you are asked to pay VAT on the fare, please ask for a proper VAT receipt.

9. It is up to you to decide whether you wish to give the driver a Tip.

10.It is a criminal offence for you to take a taxi journey without having the money to pay for it.

Website: For explanatory notes about the tariff & other taxi/private hire car information see 
aberdeencity.gov.uk.

Complaints: Any complaints should be made to the Licensing Department by telephoning 01224 
522879 or 522878 or by email to licensing@aberdeencity.gov.uk .  Complaints can also be made to any 
police station or on the non-emergency police number 101.  The licence number of the vehicle or its 
driver and the name of the company should be quoted.                                                                            
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